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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 5                                    ENGLISH LITERATURE                                     TIME: 2 hours

Name: __________________________________                                            Class: ____________

SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                                     (25 MARKS)

Choose the Drama Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from 1, 2 
or 3.

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare)
1.  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow:  

SHYLOCK What judgment shall I dread, doing no wrong?
You have among you many a purchased slave,
Which, like your asses and your dogs and mules,
You use in abject and in slavish parts,
Because you bought them: shall I say to you,
Let them be free, marry them to your heirs?
Why sweat they under burthens? let their beds
Be made as soft as yours and let their palates
Be season'd with such viands? You will answer
'The slaves are ours:' so do I answer you:
The pound of flesh, which I demand of him,
Is dearly bought; 'tis mine and I will have it.
If you deny me, fie upon your law!
There is no force in the decrees of Venice.
I stand for judgment: answer; shall I have it?

5
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a) Where and to whom does Shylock say these words? (5 marks)

b) Shylock compares ‘slaves’ (l.10) with ‘the pound of flesh’ (l.11). Explain why 
the comparison is effective.

(7 marks)

c) What makes Shylock say that ‘There is no force in the decrees of Venice’ (l.14)? (7 marks)

d) Explain the following lines:
(i) You have among you many a purchased slave,

Which, like your asses and your dogs and mules,
You use in abject and in slavish parts. (l.2-4)

(ii) Why sweat they under burthens? let their beds
Be made as soft as yours and let their palates
Be season'd with such viands?            (l.7-9)

(6 marks)

2. ‘As a woman, Portia is submissive and obedient, as the judge and as a man, she 
demonstrates her intelligence and her brilliance’. Discuss.

3. Is Shylock justified in asking for revenge against Antonio? Give reasons for your 
answer.

Track 3
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MACBETH (William Shakespeare)
1.  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow:  

MACDUFF Stands Scotland where it did?

ROSS Alas, poor country!
Almost afraid to know itself. It cannot
Be call'd our mother, but our grave; where nothing,
But who knows nothing, is once seen to smile;
Where sighs and groans and shrieks that rend the air
Are made, not mark'd; where violent sorrow seems
A modern ecstasy; the dead man's knell
Is there scarce ask'd for who; and good men's lives
Expire before the flowers in their caps,
Dying or ere they sicken.

5

10

MACDUFF O, relation
Too nice, and yet too true!

MALCOLM What's the newest grief?

ROSS That of an hour's age doth hiss the speaker:
Each minute teems a new one.

15

MACDUFF How does my wife?

ROSS Why, well.

MACDUFF And all my children?

ROSS Well too. 20

MACDUFF The tyrant has not batter'd at their peace?

ROSS No; they were well at peace when I did leave 'em.

MACDUFF Be not a niggard of your speech: how goes't?

a) Explain where and when this conversation takes place. (5 marks)

b) Give three reasons why Ross calls Scotland ‘poor country’ (l.2). (6 marks)

c) Bring out the irony of the line:
‘No; they were well at peace when I did leave 'em’(l.22).
In your answer you should refer to what has happened to Macduff’s wife and 
children.

(8 marks)

d) Explain the following phrases:
(i)   It cannot

Be call'd our mother, but our grave; (l.3)
(ii) the dead man's knell

Is there scarce ask'd for who (l.8-9)
(iii) Each minute teems a new one. (l.16)               

(6 marks)

2. Discuss the importance of the supernatural in Macbeth.

3. Is Macbeth totally evil? Discuss with close reference to the whole play.
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TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare)
1.  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow:  

SEBASTIAN This is the air; that is the glorious sun;
This pearl she gave me, I do feel't and see't;
And though 'tis wonder that enwraps me thus,
Yet 'tis not madness. Where's Antonio, then?
I could not find him at the Elephant:
Yet there he was; and there I found this credit,
That he did range the town to seek me out.
His counsel now might do me golden service;
For though my soul disputes well with my sense,
That this may be some error, but no madness,
Yet doth this accident and flood of fortune
So far exceed all instance, all discourse,
That I am ready to distrust mine eyes
And wrangle with my reason that persuades me
To any other trust but that I am mad
Or else the lady's mad; yet, if 'twere so,
She could not sway her house, command her followers,
Take and give back affairs and their dispatch
With such a smooth, discreet and stable bearing
As I perceive she does: there's something in't
That is deceivable. But here the lady comes.
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a) Where and when does Sebastian say these words? (5 marks)

b) What leads Sebastian to argue that 
‘there’s something in’t
That is deceivable.’ (l.20-21)

(8 marks)

c) Describe what happens when ‘the lady comes’. (l.21) (6 marks)

d) Explain the following phrases:
(i) And though 'tis wonder that enwraps me thus,

Yet 'tis not madness. (l.3-4)
(ii) His counsel now might do me golden service; (l.8-9)
(iii) Yet doth this accident and flood of fortune

So far exceed all instance, all discourse…  (l.11-12)      

(6 marks)

2. Discuss the themes of deception and self-deception in Twelfth Night.

3. ‘Malvolio is the victim of a cruel trick’. Discuss this statement with close reference to the text.
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

1. The lives of the communities of the dockworkers and longshoremen of New York’s Brooklyn 
harbour have been described as ‘dangerous and mysterious’. Show how Arthur Miller brings out 
this sense of danger and mystery in A View from the Bridge. 

2. At the beginning of the play Alfieri says, ‘Justice is very important here.’ Discuss with close 
reference to the whole play.

3. At one point in the play Alfieri tells Eddie, ‘Let her go. That’s my advice.’ Explain why 
Alfieri’s advice might have been important to Eddie. 

THE PLAY OF KES (Barry Hines and Alan Stronach) and DEAR NOBODY (Berlie Doherty)  

1. ‘School has nothing to offer Billy’. Discuss this statement with close reference to The Play of 
Kes. 

2. Berlie Doherty states that Dear Nobody is about ‘how love sometimes makes us do things that 
aren’t sensible’. To what extent is this a fair description of the play? 

3. ‘Dear Nobody is more relevant to teenagers than The Play of Kes’. Discuss.

SECTION B: POETRY                                                                                                 (25 MARKS)

Choose ONE question from this section. You can, if you wish, refer to diction, imagery, form, 
tone and theme.

1. Show how Wilfred Owen brings out the horror of war in ‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ and the 
‘Send-off’.

2. Compare and contrast ‘Composed Upon Westminster Bridge’ and ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’. 

3. Discuss the different ways in which ‘The Listeners’ and ‘La Belle Dame Sans Merci’ deal with 
mystery. 
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SECTION C: PROSE                                                                                                  (25 MARKS)

Choose the Prose Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from either 
1 or 2.

PRIVATE PEACEFUL
1. ‘Private Peaceful is a close examination of the horrors of war’. Discuss.

2. ‘It wasn’t a trial, Tommo. They’d made up their minds I was guilty before they even sat 
down’. Does Charlie Peaceful deserve to be executed? Give reasons for your answer. 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS
1. ‘One of the main themes of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is the innocence of childhood’. 

Show how this theme is developed.

2. Bring out similarities and differences between Bruno and Shmuel. 

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR
1. Discuss how Dahl deals with the subject of betting in at least two stories from The Great 

Automatic Grammatizator. 

2. ‘Katina has little in common with the other stories in The Great Automatic Grammatizator’. 
Give reasons why Katina is different. 

ANIMAL FARM
1. Compare and contrast Napoleon and Snowball. 

2. Animal Farm was inspired by events in the Soviet Union dating back to the early 20th 
century. To what extent is Animal Farm still relevant today?

THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH
1. How does Sade change as the story progresses? 

2. Explain the importance of the title The Other Side of Truth.
     
FRANKENSTEIN
1. Explain how the relationship between Victor Frankenstein and the Monster develops and 

changes.  

2. ‘Frankenstein is just a horror story and nothing more’. Discuss. 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                              (25 MARKS)

Answer ALL the questions in this section.

The two of us sat outside the hangar on wooden boxes. It was noon. The sun was high and the 
heat of the sun was like a close fire. It was hotter than hell out there by the hangar. We could 
feel the hot air touching the inside of our lungs when we breathed. The sun was upon our 
shoulders and upon our backs, and all the time the sweat seeped out from our skin, trickled 
down our necks, over our chests and down our stomachs. It collected just where our belts 
were tight around the tops of our trousers and it filtered under the tightness of our belts where 
the wet was very uncomfortable and made prickly heat on the skin.

Our two Hurricanes* were standing a few yards away, each with that patient, smug look 
which fighter planes have when the engine is not turning, and beyond them the thin black 
strip of the runway sloped down towards the beaches and towards the sea. The black surface 
of the runway and the white grassy sand on the sides of the runway shimmered and 
shimmered in the sun. The heat haze hung like a vapour over the aerodrome.

The Stag looked at his watch.

"He ought to be back," he said.

The two of us were on readiness, sitting there for orders to take off. The Stag moved his feet 
on the hot ground.

"He ought to be back," he said.

It was two and a half hours since Fin had gone and he certainly should have come back by 
now. I looked up into the sky and listened. There was the noise of airmen talking beside the 
petrol wagon and there was the faint pounding of the sea upon the beaches; but there was no 
sign of an aeroplane.

We sat a little while longer without speaking.

"It looks as though he's had it," I said.

"Yep," said the Stag. "It looks like it."

The Stag got up and put his hands into the pockets of his khaki shorts. I got up too. We stood 
looking northwards into the clear sky, and we shifted our feet on the ground because of the 
softness of the tar and because of the heat.

"What was the name of that girl?" said the Stag without turning his head.

"Nikki," I answered.

The Stag sat down again on his wooden box, still with his hands in his pockets and he looked 
down at the ground between his feet. The Stag was the oldest pilot in the squadron; he was 
twenty-seven. His face was pale, even after all this time in the sun, and covered with freckles. 
His mouth was wide and tight closed.

He was not tall but his shoulders under his khaki shirt were broad and thick like those of a 
wrestler. He was a quiet person.

"He'll probably be all right," he said, looking up. 

Dahl, R. They Shall Not Grow Old

*Hurricanes – British fighter planes during World War II
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1. From the first paragraph, quote two comparisons that describe the heat 
of the day.

 
2 marks [      ]

a.

b.

2. Show how the comparisons you quoted in Question 1 bring out the 
intensity of the heat in an effective way.                                                                                               4 marks [      ]

a.

b.

3. Quote four verbs that bring out the idea that the pilots were sweating 
heavily. 2 marks [      ]

a.

b.

c.

d.

4a. Name the figure of speech used in the phrase ‘each with that patient, 
smug look which fighter planes have when the engine is not turning.’ 
(para.2)

  

  1 mark [      ]

4b. Explain what the writer means by ‘that patient, smug look’?  2 marks [      ]

5. How does the writer manage to create contrast when describing the 
runway? 

 
2 marks [      ]

6a. Name two figures of speech used in the phrase ‘The heat haze hung 
like a vapour.’ (para.3)                                                                                                         2 marks [      ]

i.

ii.
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7a. What two sounds does the narrator become aware of while they are 
waiting for Fin? 

 
1 mark [      ]

i.

ii.

7b. What do these sounds seem to emphasize? 2 marks [      ]

8. Why is the Stag compared to a wrestler? 1 mark [      ]

9. The Stag is described as a quiet person who optimistically says that 
Fin will ‘probably be all right’. Despite his calmness and optimism 
mention four details that show that Stag fears that Fin might have met 
his end.

 
 6 marks [      ]


